
I have always loved the classic children’s storybook 

entitled The Little Engine That Could (Piper, 1976).  The story 

is about a train which breaks down on the tracks.  The engine 

waits patiently for another train to stop and help her.  First, a 

shiny engine passes by.  He is too fancy to pull the load of 

toys and treats for children.  Next, a big, strong engine comes 

along.  He feels himself too important to carry such an 

insignificant cargo.  Then an old, worn-out engine chugs by.  

He complains that he is too tired to pull the train cars to the 

other side of the mountain.  Finally, a small blue engine 

approaches.  She has never carried a large load or even been 

over the mountain.  But she is willing to give it a try.  She 

hitches herself to the load and with great determination pulls 

the load up and over the mountain railway.  While pulling, she 

encourages herself with the words: “I think I can!”  I realize 

this children’s tale is not Biblical.  However, it does suggest a 

spiritual application for me.  It reminds me of the parable of 

the Good Samaritan in Luke 10:25-37.  Jesus told the story of 

a man who was beaten by bandits and left on the roadside to 

die.  Later, a priest walked by the wounded man.  When the 

priest saw the man, he moved to the other side of the street.  

Next, a Levite who served at the Temple came along.   After 

the Levite assessed the situation, he too went on his way.  At 

last, a Samaritan man arrived on the scene.   He was moved 

with compassion.  The Samaritan bandaged the man’s 

wounds.  Then he put him on his donkey and took him to an 

inn.  The Samaritan paid the innkeeper to allow the injured 

man to stay until he recovered.  Jesus used this parable to 

illustrate how to be a good neighbor.  This story also teaches 

me that heart-felt ministry can spring up from the most 

unexpected sources. 

 During the recent Kids’ Convention at the General 

Assembly, I was amazed by the children who attended.  They 

sang songs of praise with boldness.  The children listened 

intently to the Bible lessons.  When they were quizzed over 

each lesson, they could mentally and verbally apply it to their 

own lives. These little ones used the craft supplies which were 

provided to make their own unique projects as an expression 

of what they had gleaned from the lessons.  It dawned on me 
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how often we limit children.  While I understand that these 

young ones have much to learn about life, they do not lack in 

courage, creativity, and enthusiasm.  Children are much more 

capable than we sometimes give them credit.  They are great 

potential wrapped up in small packages.  I thought to myself, 

“These are the little children who can!” Children need 

opportunities to serve God and minister to the needs of others.  

For example, while an adult is busy with personal 

commitments, a child may be the very one to show care to an 

elderly church member.  When children visit a nursing home, 

the residents’ faces light up with joy.  Many adults are too 

self-conscious to sing a special in church, but most children 

will jump at the chance.  Some adults do not like to be 

questioned during a Bible lesson, but young children will beg 

for an opportunity to display their Bible knowledge in front of 

the entire class. 

 In the story of the little engine, every train that 

traveled past the collapsed engine was looked upon as having 

great capability.  Whether it was shiny, strong, or aged, each 

of these engines had special abilities but was unwilling to be 

used.  Instead, it was the least experienced of all the trains 

who met the challenge.  In the parable of the Good Samaritan, 

the individuals who were expected to give care refused to get 

involved.  Jesus explained that it was a man who was looked 

down on because of his heritage who actually took the time to 

be a good neighbor to a hurting stranger.  Just like the 

inexperienced engine and the unexpected Samaritan, children 

can meet the challenge of ministering to others.  They need to 

be given a variety of opportunities to put their faith in action.  

Begin a “Children Can” campaign in your local church.  

Brainstorm ideas to involve them in hands-on ministry.  

Whether it is visiting with an elderly member, taking 

homemade cards to residents of a nursing home, singing in 

church, passing out treats at a community event, or raising 

mission money, get your children involved.  Do not let them 

sit idle on the tracks.  Get them “on board” in the ministry of 

the church.  
  Piper, Watty, George Hauman, and Doris Hauman. The 

Little Engine That Could. New York: Platt & Munk, 1976. Print.  
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