
Bad news travels fast.  After surfing the internet or
television channels, you will hear all kinds of discouraging 
reports of floods, fires, earthquakes, wars, murders, as well as,  
rampant sin.  God’s Word tells us that in the last days 
“perilous times will come” (2 Timothy 3:1). Indeed, very 
dangerous times are all about us. Today’s children are 
growing up in a new era.  Within minutes of a bombing or 
plane crash, the whole world is informed.   We cannot be like 
the proverbial ostrich and bury our heads in the sand.  
Certainly, staying aware of current events is important; but we 
should keep in mind that too much negative information may 
cause our children to become worrisome or hopeless.  Instead 
of allowing our minds to become bombarded with evil reports, 
we should turn it off.  We possess the power in our fingertips 
to stop this constant flow of negative media. But also, we 
have the power to declare Jesus, our hope in a sinful world.  
As children’s ministers, we must be bearers of “ GOOD 
NEWS,” holding forth the Word of Truth.

What does the Bible say about good news?  In the 
book of Romans, the apostle Paul wrote that the gospel (or 
good news) of Christ “ is the power of salvation” (1:16).  He 
also added, “ How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the 
gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things!”
(10:15). The responsibility of children’s ministers and parents 
is to teach our students about the “good things” of the gospel 
message.  We should think and dwell on those things which 
are true, honest, just, pure, lovely, and of a good report 
(Philippians 4:8). Make sure when teaching about the wages 
of sin to declare that there is a gift of “eternal life through 
Jesus Christ our Lord” (Romans 6:23).  Although we may be 
troubled, perplexed, and persecuted by the world around us, 
we do not have to be distressed (2 Cor. 4:8-9).  As we 
continue to live in days of trouble, we must learn to “hold on 
to what is good” (1 Thess. 5:21). So hold on and take 
courage.  Jesus is alive, and he is coming again.  This is 
“GOOD NEWS.”

Good News

the   Chalkboard

Good News Campaign
Begin a good news campaign.  Start by becoming “Good 
News Sleuths.” Each week, assign each student with the 
responsibility of interviewing a family member or neighbor 
about something good which is happening in his/her life such 
as, a healing, a salvation, or helping a neighbor in need. Give 
each student a small notebook and pencil to use in reporting. 
In addition, ask the students to search for newspaper articles  
that report on something good. Another idea would be to 
station a child or two in your church foyer to interview adults 
about something good. If you have access to a recording 
device, assist students in making a video or audio recording of 
a few of the interviews.  Give ample time each service for the 
children to share their findings.  Begin each discussion session 
with a good news song like, “ I Just Feel Like Something Good 
Is About to Happen.”  Display the newspaper articles and 
handwritten reports on the wall of the classroom. Make a 
heading for the display with the words “Good News.” For an 
added effect, cut the words out of an old newspaper.  As 
children, give a report each week, the entire class will be 
encouraged by the good things occurring all around them.

“Extra, Extra, Read All About It!”
Assist a few of your older students in creating a newspaper of 
good reports to pass out on a Sunday to your entire 
congregation.  The students would enjoy carrying rolled up 
papers in a paperboy duffle bag to pass out to the adults.  Give 
the paper a name like “Good Tidings of Great Joy” or “ Happy 
Times.”
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Let’s talk!  I want to hear how you have implemented this 
or any other newsletter idea into your children’s ministry.  
Please send me an e-mail to the address at the bottom of 
this page.

  Cheryl McDonald
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