
I love to hear children sing.  Nothing is more 

precious than the voices of innocent children lifted in 

song.  Some children are boisterous and enjoy singing 

alone, while others are very timid and will only sing 

with a group.  Many sing perfectly on pitch like an angel 

choir, yet others screech in monotonous tone.  When 

young children do not know all the words of a song, they 

will often fill the tune with words from their own 

vocabulary.  Sometimes, they come up with hilarious 

lyrics.  Even when his tone or words are incorrect, a 

young child singing from his heart is beautiful.  Singing 

encourages children to worship God, but it is also helps 

in teaching children to memorize Scripture and adds 

variety to a Bible class. 

Jesus loved to hear children sing.  When the 

chief priests and scribes scoffed at the idea of children 

worshiping Jesus as the Messiah, He responded, “Yea; 

have ye never read, Out of the mouth of babes and 

sucklings thou hast perfected praise” (Matthew 21:16).   

When my oldest son was about five years old, he sang a 

praise song so loud in the supermarket that I became 

embarrassed.  Instantly, my heart was quickened as I 

thought of my own need to worship God with such 

boldness and without inhibition.   The Bible instructs us 

to keep a melody in our hearts at all times.  The apostle 

Paul wrote in Ephesians 5:19, “Speaking to yourselves 

in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and 

making melody in your heart to the Lord.”  Making a 

joyful noise to the Lord lifts our spirits.   Even if we 

cannot carry a tune in a bucket, we can still keep a 

melody in our heart.  God is well-pleased when we 

praise Him.  Whether we lift our voice in song or shout, 

He receives the glory when it comes from our hearts.   

Singing is not only used as a means of 

worshipping God but is also an effective teaching tool.  

A familiar tune can be used to cement Scripture 
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permanently in the mind and heart of a child.  When I 

was young, someone taught me 1 John 4:7-8 as a song.  

To this day, I can still quote that verse because the tune 

is stuck in my head.  When my four children were 

young, I taught them the Ten Commandments to the tune 

of the “Do-Re-Mi” song.  The tune was so familiar to us 

that we were able to easily memorize a lengthy portion 

of Scripture.  When preparing to teach your class, think 

of a song or nursery rhyme which will fit with the words 

of the selected memory verse.  For example, I wanted to 

teach the children John 3:7.  After trying several tunes, 

“London Bridge” seemed to fit perfectly.  I have also 

used “Pop Goes the Weasel” to teach 1 Corinthians 

15:57.  In other words, find a song that works for you.  

You may decide to use a chant, cheer, or television 

theme.  To teach the Fruit of the Spirit, I used the tune to 

the theme song from the old television show entitled 

“The Addams Family.”   

Singing will not only encourage worship and aid 

in teaching, it will also add pizzazz and variety to your 

class time.  If your students come to class tired or 

discouraged, lift them up with a lively tune.  When 

children become rambunctious, tone them back with a 

slow song.  For teachers who cannot carry a tune, use a 

CD player and pre-recorded songs to help set the mood 

for learning.  Use musical instruments to add rhythm to 

your singing.  If you cannot afford to purchase 

instruments, then make your own.  Fill plastic eggs with 

uncooked rice and secure with a piece of tape in order to 

make a homemade shaker.  Wrap empty oatmeal or 

coffee cans with paper for hand drums.  Striking two 

wooden spoons together makes perfect rhythm sticks.  

Whatever method you choose, make a joyful noise 

because singing is not only useful for teaching Scripture 

but ultimately lifts our hearts in glorious praise to God.   
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